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1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY' S TIMELY WARNING GOI MIGHT TAKE UP 
LAND ACQUISITION REGULATIONS REVISION. BOTH EMBASSY AND 
CONGEN PROVIDED USEFUL BACKGROUND FOR OUR APRIL 6 DEMARCHE. 
WE DO NOT INTEND TO TAKE FURTHER INITIATIVE IN DISCUSSING 
MATTER WITH GOI NOR COMMENT TO PRESS. BELIEVE HOWEVER, IN 
EVENT PROBLEM COMES UP AGAIN, IT WOULD BE USEFUL HAVE 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND DATA. TERRY SMITH IN NEW YORK TIMES 
APRIL 9 REPORTS GOI HAS SEIZED 250,000 ACRES OF WEST BANK 
LAND. IN ADDITION, ACCORDING TO SMITH, THERE HAVE BEEN 
ACQUIRED EOR SETTLEMENT PURPOSES 8,000 ACRES ON WEST BANK, 
4,500 ACRES IN EAST JERUSALEM AND 6,000 ACRES IN GAZA 

STRIP. MOREOVER, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND HAS PURCHASED 2,500 
ACRES IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND JERUSALEM. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE POSTS' COMMENTS ON FOREGOING AS WELL 
CONEIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 STATE 067073 

AS YOUR MAKING EEFORT THROUGH DISCREET INQUIRY, TO EXTENT 
YOU CAN DO THIS IN COURSE NORMAL CONTACTS WITHOUT APPEARING 
AGITATE ISSUE, TO ASCERTAIN FOLLOWING: 

A. GREATER DETAIL CONCERNING FORM OF ILLEGAL TRANS- 
ACTIONS INCLUDING IDENTIFICATIONS AS TO KINDS OF PEOPLE 

SERVING AS INTERMEDIARIES AND FINANCIAL ASPECTS AND LEGAL 
FORM OF TRANSACTIONS. 

B. IDENTITY OF ULTIMATE PURCHASERS INCLUDING 
NATIONALITY AND PLACE AND NATURE BUSINESS. 

C. KINDS OF PROPERTY INVOLVED, I. E. WHETHER 
COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL OR OPEN LAND. 

D. LOCATION OF PROPERTY AND WHETHER THERE IS ANY 
APPARENT EFFORT TO PUT TOGETHER LARGE PIECES OF LAND. 

E. EXTENT OE SPECULATION, I. E. DEGREE TO WHICH 
PURCHASE PRICES ARE INFLATED OVER PREVIOUSLY EXISTING 
MARKET PRICES. 

E. ANY JUDGMENTS EMB CAN REACH CONCERNING RATE OF 
GROWTH OF THIS LAND SPECULATION AND WILLINGNESS OF 
PRESENT LAND OWNERS GENERALLY IN WEST BANK TO PARTICIPATE 
IN SUCH TRANSACTIONS. ROGERS 
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